Small Tertoiseshell 7me the archard follow

2 ot the path into Lancaster
Road, which here is a grassy
track bardered by thom
scrub,

 Aer just 10m tum off
e Lancaster Aoad, beside a
spindle tree info anather open plot
The spindle can be indentified by s long thin leaves andin
the autumn by its disinctive pink fruits which remain on
the bush leng after the leaves have fallen.

SWEEMIM
was the site of
the Ban Ami Sun Club;
the remains of the -
swrimeming pool sumvive in 1’{!"
the scrubs tothe south, £
te foundations of the i
clubhouse are now covered Peacock
b bramélies in the centre of the plat.

The grasstand is now ondy cut once or twice a year ko

encourage plants such as fleabane, knapweed, centauny
and vetches, and the butterflies which feed on them.

9Tthad-.mnues1hmug‘1 this plot, passes two
pands, finged with willow, saflow and dogued. The
arigin of the ponds is unclear, possibly they are bomb
craters,

Beyand the pond the wood opens outinlo
Iom:hnmgamundﬁvelmgeﬂ-ewm
befone contintting through dense woodland ento Grove
Road and back to the car park.

GROVE
WOODS

WALK FOUR

ROVE WOODS are located between Hayleigh and

Eastwood, farming & haven for both people and wildlife,

between the suburban development of Rayleigh and the
imtensively farmed Land of the Roach Valley, They can be
reached from Grove Road or Connaught Road, Rayleigh. The
trees and plants of these woods are a cuzious mixtane of
common hedgerow plants and exotic garden plants: oak,
hawsharn, ssitchwart and campion grow side by ssde with
goldenrod, smowberries and frult trees. The Woods reveal clues
to both medieval farmland and & lost community which
flourished and declined during the first half of this century.

trees, demonstrating the impermanence of man's settlement
and the ability of plants to transfomm an anea.

1’1 Away from the main area of woodland, between
Hatherine Close and Brambeld Road, is 2 small
spinney.

Hidden by the dense scrub ks 2 small paich of grasshnd rich
in wild flcwwers; agrimany, wellow rmitle, millwon and

spotted crchid all grow here &nd sggest this is 2 remnant
of the orgnal pesture of famiand. Today this ares s
marstged by Rextived District Coundl 1o maintaln the rich
varley of plants.
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m#huﬂwawm
fexflety bighght @ number uﬁ
hmum-ﬂwm_ eirculer wofks In Eost
Further iformation can e cbtamed from

Woodlands and Enclrommental Specialist
Council Offiees. South Strvet, Bockford, Esser

& 19 Fackiond Ot Dl

In the Darmsesday Survey of 1086 this land was part of Rayleigh
Park and owned by the Crown, The Park would have provided
deet for the Croun and was maisly grassland, which was let to
neighbouring farms for grasing. s 1544 the Park was sald and
a number of small fasms established.

I 1876 fosar of these farms - Lime Hosse, Rmeigh Lodge,
Whitehouse and Eastwood Lodge, were sold by auction to
Jeseph Herry Retallock Moloney. Twenty years later
agricaliere was sill in decline and in 1396 Mr. Moloney decided
1o sell part of the Lime House Estate. The sale was carried ot
by the London Auctioneers Protheroe and Morris. Most of the
lnrd was affered for sabe in small plots of land 20 wide and 1507
deep as rehold building plats. A grid of mads, of which Grove,
Lancaster, York and Connaught Foads are remnants, was
established. The phets began to s=ll to both local people and
others fram London and the dream of owning a borme and land
wizs realised by many people.

Edweard Benjamin Knight, a local builder, bought 18 plots for
£70.14.3d; Mr. N, J. Kitsan of Mile End Road, East London,
bowght 11 plots on the camer of Grove Road and Lancaster
Road at £4.19.6d o plot. At this time (1896} a farm labourer's
wage was 115 9d a week, stout cost 3d a boetle and a boal of
bread 5d.

The eventual owners of the plots used them as small holdings,
market gardens, and holiday homes and a flourishing ploneer
community wis established on land that had been considered
indertile, The newly scquired plots were marked out with
hawtham hedges which still survive; the houses and bungalows
were simple and often built of wood.

Hewever, this plotland life had its drawbacks; the roads were
impassable in winter and there were no mains water o
drainage. The oaly fresh water was from wells, the remains of
which can still be seen,

By the 1940's the area was showing signs of neghect.
A large beick built house i Lancaster Hoad was
destroyed by bomb blasts disring the Second World War.

Many of the plots were abandaned and inuaded by aaks
and tharn to create the modern woodland. Amidst the
overgrowth and refative seclusion of the new woods a
naturist camp called “Bon Ami San Club”™ was

stanted in the 1950's and contineed successhully

ioe 20 years.

I the 1960's and 70's much of the plotland was developed for

housing. Grove Woods survive today as part of a larger area of i

recent woodland which bears witness to the recent history of

this area of the sedieval Rayleigh Park,

The woods af the eastern end of Grove Road are now managed
by Rochiord District Council to presenve this historic
landscape, to encowrage plants and wildife and to provide
enjoyment far the local

pepulative. i
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A short trail has been marked through these Woods.
Follow the yellow arvows and the directicns helow.

ILmrethewpuhandTumn@lmeeRwd
befiore passing throwgh a stile into the Weods on your
left. Continue alang this path. On yous right is 2 small
clearing fringed by ash trees.

The ditch and bank to the
left are the remains of an
oid farm hedge which is
clearly shoum on the old
&Y, tithe maps.

o W The hedgerow elms

F 8 sunvive as young
suckersand the rotting
trnks of thee
matyre frees,

l

Cross the ditch and enter the dense woodland; this

spinney is iypical of the woodland, usually dominated
by oak and thom which has become established during
this centuny, Contimse through this woodland to a line of
hawthom, which were planted as a hedge between plots
this centuny.

The woodland fo the south has been thinned to leave

& few oaks and to Jet more Hight reach the wood floor,
H you look carefully you can see a series of ddges and
fumows approximatedy 2 5m apart; these are relics of early
drainage when thie area was farmland.

5 From the hadge tum night through woodiand, back
across the elm hedge and into an orchard. The
orchard was established at the beginning of the century
when the surrounding hedge was planted, subsequenthy it
was abandoned and invaded by scrub which has recenthy
been cleared-and new fruit trees established

The ruins of the buikding and a well can still be seenin
the north of this plot.
Continurd
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