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Heritage Growth Project 
• Making the most of the District’s heritage 

 Local, national and international significance  

• Final resting place of  Darwin’s HMS Beagle  

• Over £50 million invested in coastal habitat 

restoration on Wallasea Island - largest intertidal 

island coastal project of its type in Europe 

• Aims to: 
 Attract, educate and engage with people on maritime, natural, and 

coastal heritage  

 Coincide with 200th Anniversary of HMS Beagle launch 

 Maximise the opportunity of the new national coastal path 
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HMS 
Beagle 
1820- 
1870 



Paglesham 

 

Paglesham is a 
village situated in 
the north east of 
Rochford District, 
comprised of the 
hamlets of Church 
End and East End 
and is home to 
246 people 



 
 
The search 
for the last 
resting place 
of HMS 
Beagle… 



Heritage Growth Project Strategy 
Working together with the RSPB, the Council plans to 

commemorate HMS Beagle’s 200th anniversary in May 

2020 through an event at RSPB’s Wallasea Island with 

interpreted views to where the ship was last stationed 

(including virtual reality), 3 named lagoons 

(Beagle/Darwin/Fitzroy), paths and trails themed with 

interpretation. 
 

The longer aim is to further develop visitor facilities to 

make the most of this unique opportunity and facilitate 

economic growth through increased tourism and 

employment. 
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Where is Wallasea Island, Rochford? 

- Situated within Essex on the East Coast of England 
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 Wallasea Island Wild Coast Project 
- Creating a New Coastal Destination 

 
- The RSPB’s Perspective : Doing Things to Talk About.. 

 
- Coastal Transformation - Complex and Challenging 

 



2012 

2015    



Managing a changing coast 

 
Threats of sea level rise and climate change – 

keeping pace with losses (30,000ha by 2050) 
 

Developing technical solutions 
 

Building public understanding and support 



Sea Level Rise 
& Climate 

Change 



Freiston Shore (The Wash) 







Wallasea Island 2007 



Wallasea Island Wild Coast Project 

Four main aims: 
 

     To create new intertidal habitats to compensate for losses in the 
Crouch/Roach Estuaries and to offset historic losses of coastal BAP 
habitats and species in the UK 

 

     To avoid the flood damage risks to the Crouch/Roach Estuaries and 
Wallasea Island that exist from a future unmanaged breach of the existing 
seawalls 

 

     To create an extensive area of accessible coastal land for the quiet 
enjoyment of nature and open space, reconnecting people with their 
coastal heritage 

 

     To demonstrate through a large-scale practical example adaptation to 
climate change and sea level rise on the coast. 

 
 

  Europe’s largest inter-tidal  
habitat creation project 

 



Regulated Tidal Exchange Design - 2007 



Managed Realignment/ Excavated Fill Design -2008 



Excavated Material – Central Section (Tonnes) 

Westbourne Park 
 - Western 

Tunnelling Site 

Northfleet 
- 1.7M T 

Wallasea Island 
- 4.5M T 

Barking 
Riverside 
- 1.5M T 

Limmo - Eastern 
Tunnelling Site 

- 1.3M T 

Other Stations & 
Shafts 

PAD/BOS/TCR 
Boxes 

By Tunnel 
conveyor 

Early Material  
- Elsewhere by 
road - 0.6M T 

Drive Z – PML 
- 0.5M T 

Probably by rail 

Thames Tunnel 
- 0.6M T 



Planning Application - 2008 







 





  



  



  





  



  



  



 







International Collaboration: 
Twinning with the Marker Wadden Project 
(Netherlands) 



Twinned with 
Chongming Dongtan 
National Nature Reserve 
(Shanghai, China) 



Developing the Nature Reserve 
     

• Getting the habitats right 

 

• Making the most of the opportunity for people to 

engage with their Natural, Maritime and Scientific 

Heritage  
 

 

• Phased addition of paths, viewpoints and visitor 

facilities to enhance visitor experience 

 

• Realising the eco-tourism benefits – need for 

further investment 

 
 

    
 

     



Completing Habitat 
Restoration 





     “…an unprecedented opportunity to create, the largest complex of 
shallow, periodically dried out and re-flooded, bird-rich saline 
lagoons in Northwest Europe. “ 

 



.  

This will provide a  quality visitor experience - visitors could spend a whole day walking 
 around, and still not have enough time to see all the birds! 



New Home for Nature 



New Colonists : Climate Change Adaptation 

Kentish Plover 

Black-winged stilt 

Spoonbill 



Not just birds 



Planning for Future Visitor Access 
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New Access Possibilities 



Sustainable Development Benefits 



Summary 

• Our objectives are about involving and engaging 
people through building upon and celebrating 
maritime, natural and coastal heritage.  

• Creating a legacy: Wallasea Island has benefited 
from over £50m of investment and is sited at the 
confirmed final resting place of HMS Beagle. 

• The ‘Voyage’ to legacy builds from celebration of 
the launch of HMS Beagle at a 200th Anniversary 
event in May 2020 on Wallasea Island through to 
enhanced visitor facilities and the maximisation 
of the associated maritime offer and influence. 



Would you like to get involved 

with this exciting project? 

 

If you, or anyone or organisation you know,  may be able 

to support our plans as they are put in place through 

recognised sponsorship or similar please contact us at: 

business@rochford.gov.uk  
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