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Heritage Growth Project

« Making the most of the District’s heritage
v' Local, national and international significance

 Final resting place of Darwin’s HMS Beagle

* Over £50 million invested in coastal habitat
restoration on Wallasea Island - largest intertidal
Island coastal project of its type in Europe

 AImSs to:

v' Attract, educate and engage with people on maritime, natural, and
coastal heritage

v" Coincide with 200" Anniversary of HMS Beagle launch
v' Maximise the opportunity of the new national coastal path
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Paglesham is a
village situatedin . . i
the north east of
Rochford District,

comprised of the ..~

hamlets of Church

End and East End |
and is home to

246 people

Little Google
Wakering >

{pe here to search



The search
for the last

resting place
of HMS

Beagle...




Heritage Growth Project Strategy

Working together with the RSPB, the Council plans to
commemorate HMS Beagle’s 200t anniversary in May
2020 through an event at RSPB’s Wallasea Island with
Interpreted views to where the ship was last stationed
(including virtual reality), 3 named lagoons
(Beagle/Darwin/Fitzroy), paths and trails themed with
Interpretation.

The longer aim is to further develop visitor facilities to
make the most of this unique opportunity and facilitate
economic growth through increased tourism and

employment.
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Where i1s Wallasea Island, Rochford?

- Situated within Essex on the East Coast of England
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WaIIasea Island Wlld Coast PrOJect

- Creating a New Coastal Destination

- The RSPB’s Perspective : Doing Things to Talk About.. .
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Managing a changing coast
Threats of sea level rise and climate change —
keeping pace with losses (30,000ha by 2050)
Developing technical solutions
Building public understanding and support
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Sea Level Rise
& Climate
Change
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Wallasea Island Wild Coast Project

Four main aims:

To create new intertidal habitats to compensate for losses in the
Crouch/Roach Estuaries and to offset historic losses of coastal BAP
habitats and species in the UK

To avoid the flood damage risks to the Crouch/Roach Estuaries and
Wallasea Island that exist from a future unmanaged breach of the existing
seawalls

To create an extensive area of accessible coastal land for the quiet
enjoyment of nature and open space, reconnecting people with their
coastal heritage

To demonstrate through a large-scale practical example adaptation to

climate change and sea level rise on the coast.
Europe’s largest inter-tidal
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Regulated Tidal Exchange Design - 2007

Habitats

I Breach

[l Breakwater
Camp Site
Inlet
Lagoons
Mudflat
Oysters
B Platform
Il Pool

[ Saltmarsh
B Present Wall
I Internal Wall
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Managed Realighment/ Excavated Fill Design -2008

Cell 5 (Mitigation Area)

Cell 3 (RTE)

River Crouch

Elevation (m ODN) / Habitats
B -14-0/Channel
[ 001-09/Creek
[ 091 - 185/ Mudfat
[ 186-225/Low Saltmarsh
[ 226- 2.7/ Middee Saltmarsh
B 271- 29/ Upper Saltmarsh
I 291 - 425/ Transitional Saltmrsh|
[] 4.26 - 499/ SLR Adaptation Zone
Il 5-6/Vialis & Platforms

3-25/ Saline Lagoon
[] carPark
I Coastal Grazing Marsh
B Dog Walking Area
T Events Field
B Existing Borrow Dyke
1 Site for Future Visitors Centre
57 Saline Lagoon
I Repile Re-location
MY Brackish Marsh
234 Wild Bird Cover
-~~~ Footpath
5@ Viewing Platform
[8] Fish Lagoon
=3 High Level Saltmarsh Lagoon
B saltmarsh Drainage Creek
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Final design for
Wallasea Island Wild
Coast Project

Figure 5




Excavated Material — Central Section (Tonnes)

Early Material Drive Z — PML
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Planning Application - 2008
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Elevation [m ODM] / Habitats
I 1.4 -0/ Channgl

[ 001 - 0.9/ Cresi

[ 091 - 1.85 / Mudfat

[ 1.86 - 2.25 / Low Saitmarsh
I 2.26 - 2.7 / Miadic Salmarsh
I 271 - 2.9/ Upper Sakmarsh
I .31 - 3.25 ¢ Tramsitional Satmarsh|
[ 3.26 - 4.99 / SLR Adaptation Zone
I 5- 5/ Wals & Platforms

AP mer -
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Comparison of habitats in
2008 and 2014 Wallasea
Cell 1 design

Figure 4
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Wallasea Island Awards Schedule 2012-17

Award Title - Category Result
. . East of England Achievement Winner
Royal Town Planning Institute Awards 201213
Mational Planning Excellence Highly Commended
Green Apple 2014 Environmental Best Practice Winner
Environment Agency Project Excellence Awards 2015 Sustainable Resource Management Winner
Association of Project Management - Planning & Placemaking Awards 2015 |Mike Nichols Award for Inspiration Highly Commended
Birdwatch Magazine - Birders' Choice Awards 2015 Site of the Year Winner
e . . . Sustainability Highly Commended
Aszsociation of Project Management - Planning & Placemaking Awards 2016
Regional - South of England Shortlisted
Environment Agency Project Excellence Awards 2016 Sustainable Resource Management Winner
Ground Engineering Awards Geoenvironmental Project Winner
Project of the Year £50m+ Finalist
Construction News Awards 2016 Sustainable Project of the Year Finalist
Sustainable Company of the ear Finalist

CIEEM Awards 2016

Innowation

Highty Commended

Considerate Constructors Scheme 2015

n/a

Winner - Bronze

Physical Achievement

Winner - Exceptional Merit

ICE East of England Merit Awards 2016

Technical Excellence & Innowvation

Winner - Highly Commended

Sustainable Construction/Engineering Winner - Merit
Team Achigvement Winner - Merit
. Sustainability Winner
Constructing Excellence (East of England) 2016
Project of the ear Winner
Green Apple 2016 Enwvironmental Winner - Gold

Brownfield Briefing 2016

Best Reuse of Materials on a Project

Winner (Joint: Ecologia & BAM Nuttally

Constructing Excellence (National) 2016

Sustainability

Winner

Project of the Year

Finalist

ICE 'People's Choice' Award 2017

Public Vote

Third place - winner = Forth Road Bridge

AECOM Excellence Awards 2017

Inzpire Category

Winner

RICS East of England Awards 2017

Infragtructure

Winner

Regeneration

Highly Commended
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International Collaboration:
Twinning with the Marker Wadden Project
(Netherlands)




Twinned with
Chongming Dongtan
National Nature Reserve
(Shanghai, China)
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Cell 1/ Jubilee Marsh
T — — | Elevation (mODN) / Habitats
Bl -1.65 - 0 - Channels / Deep Pools
[J001-09 - Creek
¢ 1091 - 1.85 - Mudflat
River Crouch 1186 - 2.25 - Low Saltmarsh
I 2.26 - 2.7 - Middle Saltmarsh
I 271 - 2.9 - Upper Saltmarsh
Bl 291 - 3.25 - Transitional Saltmarsh
3.26 - 499 - SLR Adaptation Zone
B 5 - 8 - Walls & Platforms
5] Shallow High-level Lagoons
Cells 3 and 5 Features / Habitats
I Coastal Grazing Marsh
Brackish Marsh / Water Vole Habitat
"&£ Wild Bird Cover
Il Reptile Re-location
Bl txisting Borrow Dyke
#itf: Shallow Lagoons
Tidal Exchange Lagoons
5 Il Cell 3 Deep Pools
. . AN — Ditches
Completing Habitat 435N A — veice Acces
e [ Car Parks

RGStOFa'[IOn 4 : | Cells 2 and 4

(area still being farmed /
design under consideration)

© ABPmer, All rights reserved, 2016.
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Cells 2 to 5 Features / Habitats

[ cell 4 Distribution Areas

[ Cell 4 Dynamic Saline Lagoons

EX% Freshwater Fields

I Coastal Grassland

- T gs 4 Brackish Marsh / Water Vole
River Crotich| . B854 Wild Bird Cover

B xisting Borrow Dyke

=“t;_ Shallow Lagoons / Scrapes
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e Ditches

Cell 1 / Jubilee Marsh

Elevation (mODN) / Habitats

B 165 to 0 Channels /Deep Pools
[ 0.01 t0 09 Creek

091 to 1.85 Mudflat

1.86 to 2.25 Low Saltmarsh
I 226 to 2.7 Middle Saltmarsh
I 271 to 2.9 Upper Saltmarsh
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I 5.0 to 8.0 Walls & Platforms
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“...an unprecedented opportunity to create, the largest complex of
shallow, periodically dried out and re-flooded, bird-rich saline
lagoons in Northwest Europe. “




This will provide a quality visitor experience - visitors could spend a whole day walking
around, and still not have enough time to see all the birds!



New Home for Nature




New Colonists : Climate Change Adaptation

Kentish Plover

Spoonbill






Planning for Future Visitor Access

Tormod Amundsen © Biotope




Wallasea Island Wild Coast project: Planning Statement for s73 Application

RSP8

Gata Access to RSPE Site
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New Access Possibilities

Seven existing pontoons

1 - Rice and Cole

2 - Royal Corinthian Yacht Club
3 - Royal Burnham Yacht Club
4 - Public Pontoon

5 - Priors Boat Yard

6 - Burnham Sailing Club

7 - Burnham Yacht Harbour

Allotment Garden:
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Other key locations

A - Potential location for new pontoon

B - Location of MDC owned car
parking

C - Proposed location of new jetty on
Wallasea Island

D - Route from new jetty to public
footpath
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Sustamable Development Benefits
-
i

ALLEVIATING THE RISKS OF A CREATING LOCAL JOBS IN THE ENHANCED VISUAL APPEARANCE OF
CATASTROPHIC FLOOD EVENT GREEN TOURISM SECTOR A COASTAL LANDSCAPE >
:;‘::::::;:E LLLa FACILITATING WIDER REGIONAL IMPROVING ACCESS TO THE COAST
COAST PROTECTION BY INCLUDING EIGHT MILES OF FOOTPATHS
g:::::i(; :-::';A‘:::LB'I‘.:;%A"S;’:; PROVIDING OFFSETTING HABITATS PROVIDING AN ENVIRONMENT AND
SEA-LEVEL RISE AMENITY FACILITIES THAT DELIVER
i SOCIAL AND HEALTH BENEFITS

DEMONSTRATING AN INNOVATIVE RECONNECTING AND ENGAGING PEOPLE

PARTNERSHIP APPROACH TO WASTE

MANAGEMENT IN THEIR COASTLINE
INFORMING THE PUBLIC ABOUT ~
CLIMATE CHANGE AND SEA-LEVEL RISE

CREATING A FOCUS FOR LOCAL
_ VOLUNTEERING AND CULTURAL EXCHANGE

CREATING NEW HABITATS FOR PROVIDING NEW OPPORTUNITIES
FISH AND SHELLFISH FOR BIRD WATCHING AND ANGLING ‘M\
PRODUCING HABITATS THAT WILL CREATING A "LIVING LABORATORY"

IMPROVE WATER QUALITY FOR FUTURE SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH

PROMOTING SEDIMENT ACCRETION INSPIRING DECISION MAKERS TO

WHICH WILL ACT TO TRAP CARBON PLAN FOR CLIMATE CHANGE AND
PROVIDING A RECOVERY EESLBELATE

ALTERNATIVE TO LANDFILL DISPOSAL AVOIDING IMPACTS FROM ROAD
OF EXCAVATION MATERIALS TRANSPORT OF WASTE RECOVERY

MATERIALS

RESTORING HIGH BIODIVERSITY HABITATS THAT HAVE BEEN LOST
THROUGH LAND-CLAIM AND EROSION

CREATING INTERNATIONAL PROTECTED MUDFLATS AND MARSHES

PROVIDING COASTAL FEEDING AND ROOSTING AREA FOR
INTERNATIONALLY-IMPORTANT WATERFOWL POPULATIONS

INCLUDING EXPANSES OF HIGH-ELEVATION LAND FOR NATIONALLY-
IMPORTANT TERRESTRIAL SPECIES AND NESTING BIRDS

ENSURE THAT SUSTAINABLE POPULATIONS OF PROTECTED
TERRESTRIAL SPECIES ARE MAINTAINED




Summary

* Our objectives are about involving and engaging
people through building upon and celebrating
maritime, natural and coastal heritage.

* Creating a legacy: Wallasea Island has benefited
from over £50m of investment and is sited at the
confirmed final resting place of HMS Beagle.

* The ‘Voyage’ to legacy builds from celebration of
the launch of HMS Beagle at a 200" Anniversary
event in May 2020 on Wallasea Island through to
enhanced visitor facilities and the maximisation
of the associated maritime offer and influence.



Would you like to get involved
with this exciting project?

If you, or anyone or organisation you know, may be able
to support our plans as they are put in place through
recognised sponsorship or similar please contact us at:

business@rochford.gov.uk
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