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1 Introduction _____________________________________ 
 
The purpose of this document is to provide information and data on a range of 
issues relevant to planning, from 1st April 2007 to 31st March 2008. 
 
The Annual Monitoring Report (AMR) examines the progress made in 
progressing the Local Development Framework, and its linked documents.  
Also covered are a multitude of other topics that are significant to planning in 
Rochford District today. 
 
Among the topics covered, and information provided within the AMR, are those 
recommended by the Department for Communities and Local Government in the 
publication Regional Spatial Strategy and Local Development Framework: Core 
Output Indicators - Update 2/2008. 
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2 District Characteristics ____________________________ 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Rochford District is situated within a peninsular on the south east coast of 
England.  The District is bounded to the East by the North Sea and the River 
Crouch to the North.  There are links with three Local Authorities which share 
land boundaries with Rochford District; namely Castle Point and Basildon 
District Councils, and Southend-On-Sea Borough Council.  There are also 
marine boundaries with Maldon and Chelmsford Districts. 
 
There are direct links to London with a train service running through the 
District direct to London Liverpool Street.  The M25 can also be easily 
accessed via the A127 and the A13. 
 
The landscape of the District is rich in biodiversity, heritage and natural 
beauty, with many miles of unspoilt coastline and attractive countryside.  
12,763 hectares of the District are designated as Metropolitan Green Belt, 
connected to the predominantly rural nature seen in the area. 

DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE 
 
The last National Census was carried out in 2001 and indicated that the 
population of Rochford District to be as shown below: 
 
Total Population: 78,489 
Male:   38,139 
Female:  40,350 
 
The population is predicted to increase in the future. Projected population 
figures have been published by the Office for National Statistics, which are 
based on observed levels of births, deaths and migration, over the previous 
five years.   This will show a trend over the time period, and the projections 
show the population growth if these trends continue. 
 
Figure 2.1 Percentage Population Change up to 2031 
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Figure 2.1 shows that the population of Rochford District is expected to 
increase significantly between now and 2031.  The population increase will be 
higher in other areas of the country, for example in Essex as a whole, but the 
population increase in Rochford will need to be planned and accommodated 
for.  The estimated population of the District in 2008 is 82,300 and a 
population of 89,800 is predicted by 2021. 
 
The gender and composition of the District is also predicted to undergo 
change by 2021.  Rochford has an ageing population and the percentage of 
the population living in the District that are aged 65 or over is expected to 
increase considerably by 2021.  This is inline with regional and national 
trends. The ageing of the nation’s population is expected to continue as a 
result of high birth rates post World War II. 
 
Figure 2.2  – Age composition of Population of Rochford District 
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Figure 2.2 shows that the largest proportion of males within Rochford District 
is the 40 – 44 age group; likewise the 40 – 44 year age group contains the 
largest proportion of women. 
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Figure 2.3 – Age Composition of District and comparison with regional and 
national figures 
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The District has a higher proportion of people aged 64 or over than can be 
seen in Essex, in the East of England or in England.  This is forecast to 
continue in the future, meaning that Rochford District has an ageing 
population.  As with any population sector, an ageing population will have 
diverse needs which must be catered for.  Potential problems are raised with 
an ageing population, with issues such as suitable housing, health care 
facilities and accessibility issues, but an ageing population that is healthier 
and with a longer lifespan than previous generations may be able to positively 
contribute to the local economy. 
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